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TIMELINE 

1956 Property purchased 

1957 First residents 

1961 Main building 

completed 

1965 1st apartment building 

 Chandler-Burris 

1970 2nd apartment building 

 Jones-Cadwallander  

1977 Cummings Health Unit 

1988 Main building named  

 Bethea Building 

1993  Additional property 

purchased 

1995 Outreach resident 

ministry begins 

1998  Village apartments 

 and activity building 

1999 Aqua therapy pool 

2003 Chapel and four 

apartments adjoining 

main building 

 

Brooks-Howell is a non-profit, charitable continuing care 

retirement community owned and supported by the United 

Methodist Women of The United Methodist Church. It was 

established to provide a retirement facility for deaconesses, 

missionaries, and others approved by United Methodist Women. 

At the 1954 Fourth Assembly of the Woman’s Society of 

Christian Service and Wesleyan Service Guild, an offering taken 

was to be used “in some way for retired deaconesses and 

missionaries.”   

In April 1955, the Committee for a New Home for Retired 

Workers was named to study the location for a new retirement 

home. 

Questionnaires sent to active and retired deaconesses and 

missionaries indicated a preference for the Southeastern 

Jurisdiction and ultimately Asheville was chosen. 

The name Brooks-Howell honors Mrs. Frank G. Brooks, then 

president of the Woman’s Division of Christian Service, and Miss 

Mabel K. Howell, former professor of missions at Scarritt College.  

Miss Howell was said to have taught more missionaries and 

deaconesses than any other person. 

Over the years, buildings have been constructed to provide 

more residential opportunities and to enrich the lives of those 

who live here.  Independent living in apartments and suites as 

well as a skilled health care unit meet the desires and concerns 

of our residents and their families. 

Our community is enhanced by a new chapel, an indoor aqua 

therapy pool, onsite therapy services/gym (speech, physical, and 

occupational), and an activities building.  Our community is 

grateful to United Methodist Women, from local units to the 

global office, for providing us with this opportunity to be called, 

served, and serving still. 

 



266 Merrimon Ave.  Asheville, NC  28801    828.253.6712 

Irma working with UNCA engineering students on 

wheelchair adaptations through the                             

MAHEC Healthcare Innovations Collaborative 

 

 

What was done for 

Brooks-Howell 

was done for the 

present and future 

as much as it was 

done for the past. 

~Ann J. 

The Spirit of Our Story: Our Mission 

 To affirm each resident’s dignity, independence and value; 

 To provide an atmosphere for an enriching life style in a 

secure, stimulating Christian community; 

 To encourage and assist residents in reaching and maintaining 

their full potential in the area of physical, social, and spiritual 

well-being; 

 To implement new programs and ministries which address 

current and future needs; 

 To operate on a fiscally sound basis. 

Our Campus  

At A Glance 

Located in Five Points 

Neighborhood a mile 

from downtown Asheville 

5 buildings on 10+ acres 

58 Skilled health care 

units (Bethea building) 

21 independent living 

suites (Bethea building) 

40 independent 

apartments (1 & 2 BR) 

100+ employees 

OUR COMMUNITY 

Brooks-Howell is a unique community comprised of individuals who have spent a lifetime in service and 

ministry.  Being a program under United Methodist Women, most of our residents are members of the 

United Methodist Church, but we have diversified our community by opening outreach slots so that 

anyone from the larger community can access our healthcare unit and respite services. We are active on 

campus, in churches, in local organizations, and in global missions.  We believe that even in retirement, 

the Spirit does not stop calling us to serve.  New residents and visitors often note how there is 

something special about Brooks-Howell and the connection they feel to the people who both reside 

and work here.  What began as a home has evolved into a community, and we are grateful for those 

who support and care for us with their time, energy and resources, especially United Methodist Women. 


